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i Patrol takes air
'-~-..._-,,-ﬁve days a week

_'Missmns looking for e

- activity are assetin
southeast Georgla

| 7'By Lo'ule Brogdon '

o Brunsw:c:k News

| _BRUNSWICK The mis-
sion of the Civil Air Patrol
isstill essentlally what it
has been since its incep-

i ‘tion in 1941, says Capt. Bill

. Cozine of the Brnnsmck
Squadron. .

While thetpatrol isno

; longer scouting for Ger-
“man U-boats off the Gold-
“en Isles, its reconnais-

sance missions to look for

unusual activity are just
~as 1mportant he said.

- When in the air dur--
ing its daily sundown pa-
. trol from McKinnon St. Si-
~mons Airport, pilots keep

 their ears tuned for re-
‘questsirom the U.S;Coast | « . Gkl
- the Golden Isles coast oc-
‘cur, Cozine and Civil Air
Patrol Patrolman Roy
| Scarborough were look-
-ing for anything out of the
'ordmary from the cockplt ;

Guard and eyes open for

distress signals from trou-
~ bled boaters below.

- Onarecent sundown
1k patrol named for the .
¢ tnne of day ﬂlghts along

. said. A full patrol mcludes

® .| aperson inthe rear seat

e CIVII Alr Patrol Brunswick Squadron Commander Capt Bl" Cozme takes to the airof

Glynn County for a sundown patrol. The mission of the Civil Air Patrol is essentially what

of the Single engine, four-

| passenger Cessna 172.

The two checked on a

_controlled burn south of

Brunswick and kept an

eye on a slow movtng ves-

it has been since its inception in 1941, he says. The Civil Air Patrol is more than jUSt a
1 'hobby. “We take this very serlously Cozme says Louie Brogdnn Brunswick News

sel in the Atlantic Intra-—
' coastal Waterway. -
Weather permitting,

the patrol takes to the air
just before sundown five
days a week, Scarborough

—

acting as a scanner, usmg
a laptop computer to tri-

| angulate possible distress
| .SIgnals from crafts.

Sometimes agenc1es v
ask the patrol to be on the

of interest, Cozine said.
“We were flying one

day and the Coast Guard

asked us if we had photo

* | capability. We do, and we
. | took some pictures of an
| oil spill. The Coast Guard

was able to make a case

agairist the vessel that

spilled it from our plc-
tures,” he said. - '

" Otherwise, the patrol
spends its time in the air

looking for stranded boat-
ers in rivers and marsh

creeks as well as spottlng
wildfires.

Because the le Air
Patrol is an auxiliary of
the U.S. Air Force, the
federal government sup-

| plies the Cessna and fuel

for missions. It costs $70
an hour to operate the
plane. |

The Brunswmk Squad
ron has a contract with
Glynn County to conduct
the sundown patrolas
an adjunct of the Glynn-

lookout for specific items |
| There are plenty of |
ground jobs that need to ' -

be done. “We’vegotso
‘much talent that comes
from so many different d1-

rections,” Cozine said.:

e wh

Brunsmck Emergency S
Management Agency, Co-l L

z1ne said.
The Brunswmk Squad
ron has 25 volunteers,

| nine of whom are certi-
| fied Civil Air Patrol n‘ns- |
| -_51on pilots.

Not all rnenlbers ﬂy

One of the great thlngs
about the group is its abil-

L ity to moblllze Cozme
“said. |

SoTf somebody calls us,

like the Coast Guard or

the EMA, we can usual-
ly have an aircraft in the
air in less than an hour e

he said.

. The patrol plane ﬂles

| atabout 1,000 feet to ob-
‘serve the land. Flying at

110 mph, it covers Glynn v

County in about one
sahour:

- Cozine, Scarborough |
and other members of the

| squadron enjoy what they
do, but the Civil Air Patrol
is more than just a hobby.

“We are not just a flying

| club. We take this very se-
rlously, ” Cozine said.
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